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What Is “Gifted EDucation?”
● Defined  by Renzulli, as a three component model consisting of high ability, high 

creativity, and high task commitment. 

● Defined by Gardner, as a theory of Multiple Intelligences that is composed of 8 different 
areas of intelligence. 

● A mixture of accelerated, rigorous, and specialized instruction aligned to the Common 
Core Learning Standards (CCLS). 



Theories Of Giftedness



What Is Compacting?
The purpose of curriculum compacting is to reduce the amount of 
repetition that a student receives. The student should be able to 
demonstrate a high level of mastery of knowledge in the subject being 
tested. 

● Students are pre-assessed to determine what parts of the curriculum 
they have already mastered 

● Teachers then streamline the amount of time students spend on the 
regular curriculum 

 



Why We Compact
Curriculum compacting is a flexible, research-supported instructional technique 
for modifying the regular curriculum to meet the needs of high ability students. 

This technique is a form of content acceleration that enables students to skip 
work they already know and substitute more challenging content. 

Goals of compacting: 

● streamline work
● create a challenging learning environment
● guarantee proficiency in basic curriculum 
● buy time for enrichment and acceleration (Reis and Renzulli, 1992)



What Compacting Looks Like





Teaching Strategies
● Allow students to move on to new work instead of waiting for others

● Promote self-initiated and self-directed learning

● Incorporate internet based activities into lessons

● Promoting creativity within the academic disciplines 

● Focus on the higher levels of Bloom’s Taxonomy 



Bloom’s Taxonomy



Steps To Compacting 
● Defining the outcomes of the instructional unit using curriculum guides, 

scope and sequence charts

● Determining what material is repeated within the course

● Pre-testing students against the learning outcomes

● Identifying students who have already mastered this material

● Removing repeated material for students who have demonstrated mastery

● Replacing removed material with enrichment activities which might include 
alternate assignments, self-directed learning assignments or acceleration 
activities such as studying materials in the next unit of the curriculum



The Compactor



Questions?


